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GESTAE

Volume 22, No. 18
March 29, 1968

The Weekly Newspaper of the U-M lawyers Club
REPORT FROM THE BOARD
The Board was joined by Mr. Ryan for its regular weekly meeting.
Mro Ryan indicated that a new contract for housing in the Law Club was
being written and that it would eliminate the $2 per day charge for rooms
occupied over the vacation periods. He also informed the 3oard of a new
policy whereby a flat $5 penalty would be assessed when rent payments were
I:"tC!r<E.! than five days late, this replacing the former system of fines on a
percentage basis. He also firmly stated that students signing a housing contract would be held to that contract~with an exception for involuntary
breaches~ i.e. the draft.
The Beard conducted a lengthy discussion concerning the Law Club Store
.a.nd Ken Dressner ~ present manager~. joined the meeting to explain its operation
and the problems connected therewith.
I~TERNAT.rONAL

LAW SOCIETY

The International Law Society held elections for the forth=coming year
Harch 21. The newly elected officers are Alfred :tvrudge, President; Bob Grieg, Vice President; Bob Wells, Secretary-Treasurer; and Charles
Cope~ Jim Goeser~ Fred Woodruff~ and Tom Burns, Members of the Board,
On Saturday, March 30, teams from the International Law Societies of
Soutr.t Dakota~ Wisconsin~ Washburn~ and Michigan Universities will compete
in Ann Arbor in an elimination round of the Philip C, Jessup International
La~:,v Moot. Court Competition.
The problem before the Interna tiona 1 Court of
Justice involves the United States and the United Arab Republic and arises
out of a hypothetical incident in the Gulf of Aqaba in which an American
destroyer escorting an Israeli merchant vessel silenced an Egyptian coastal
battery. Each team will argue both sides of the question .
.Jeff Gaidos and Chuck Harris will represent Michigan and will argue
against South Dakota and Wisconsin. Those who wish to listen to the arguments in the Hoot Court Room at 10:00 A.M. and at 1~30 P.M, will be welcome.
on

Thursday~

RETURN THE

QL~STIONNAIRES

The letter which Dean Allen sent to each first~year student was accompanied by a questionnaire. It should be returned promptlyo Not only will your
answers help the administration in planning for next year, but the statistics
will probably be of more than passing interest to you yourselves.
Please return them to Mr. Yourd 1 s office, Third Floor, Hutchins Rallo
LSP WINS IMPORTANT RIGHTS FOR POOR TENANTS
The Neighborhood Legal Services Project, Washingtonj D.C., has won the
most important decision obtained in a housing case since the OEO Legal
Services Program was started in 1965o
The D.C. Court of Appeals ruled unanimously February 7 that a lease
is invalid if the housing was in violatiO''· of the housing code at the time
of rental.
The decision establishes an important legal precedent for tenants of
slum housing, Since it is binding en all Jandlord~tenant (:ases in Hashington,
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DoC., it improves the rights and economic condition of the estimated 280~000
residents of more than 100,000 dwelling units in D,Co found to be in vi:vlation
of the housing code. It also has precedent value outside of Washington.
The decision of the three-judge court, which is comparable to a state
supreme court ruling, means that when housing is in violation cf the code the
landlord cannot go to the courts to compel the tenant: t2" pay rent or to evict
the tenant for nonpayment of rent.

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT HAS BUSY YEAR
Significant increases in criminal and draft prosecutions as well as
increased activity on the antitrust and civil rights fronts plus record recoveries from tax judgments marked 1967 as a busy year for the government's
law office, says a Commerce Clearing House report.
More criminal cases were filed last year than in any year CPf the past
decade. The 33,158 such filings were up 1~223 from the year LP re and che
conviction rate increased slightly to 74%. Of the 37,239 defendants whose
cases were closed 1 27,559 were convicted.
Both prosecutions and convictions under the naticn's dtaft laws reached
all-time records, according to the CCH review of the JustiLe Department's
annual report.
Marking a 78% jump from the 536 ccnvictions in 1966 ~ chen~ were 952
such findings last year. The L,648 prosecutions begun during the year
marked a 62'% rise from the year before and a 226/~ leap from 1963,
Prosecutions jumped to 260 from 55 under legislar_Lm 1. .:>vering hallu~
ciongenic drugs such as LSD.
On the civil rights front, eight employment discrimination cases were
filed in 1967. Only two such cases had been previously filed under the 1964
Civil Rights law. A record 43 suits--nine above the previous Year~-were filed
charging racial bias in public accormnodations 1 while 68 suits , . ;veri.ng school
desegrega ticm were underta.ken.
Incensifying its antitrust activities, the Department brought 37 pricefixing suits-=the greatest number in five years. I'be fig·ure compares with
30 in 1966 and 20 in 1965.
A record $6 7 million in delinquent tax judgments was wcm.
~"-Student La;,.;ryer Journal
WASHINGTON-="It is high time for Congress to attack the problems of
automobile injury reparations," University of Michigan Pn:L Alfred F, Conard
told the House Subcommittee on Connnerce and Finance on Wednesday (March 20).
Conard~ professor of corporation law at U-M's Law ScbcclJ maintained
that the most important actions needed are:
"Requiring every automobilist to carry health insurance covering himself, his guests, and pedestrians whom he may injure; extending the social
security system to cover automobile victims who are not now covered, and
refonning the negligence law system."
At present, he said? reparation for automobile injuries is in an "intolerable state of confusion, inefficiency, cost. and waste," The injured
suffers from uncompensated losses, and drivers suffer from intolerable in=
surance costs.
Negligence liability is a hundred years out of date, Conard chargedo
Some of the most urgently needed changes, he said~ are crediting benefits
which accident victims receive under other programs such as health insurance
and social security, to avoid duplication of payments; eliminating pain and
suffering damages to lower premiums; making insurance companies liable for
the reasonable expenses of collecting fair claims against them; and making
small losses deductible from negligence liability as they are now deducted
from collision liability.
Once the "archaic rules of negligence l~w" have been revised, Conard
said~ a more effective reparations system could be brought about in stages.
The vital role for 4ongress, Conard told the House subcommittee, is to
develop a nationwide plan, including federal and state legislation and voluntary action by motorists and insurance companies. "The states cannot do it
by themselves," he said, "because they cannot impose requirements on out-of-
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state drivers without installing European-type border controls, and they
cannot govern the effects of lawsuits which take place in ~_1ther states,"
Congress should make efforts to bring all state laws up to a minimum
standard, Conard said. ''This can be done by differentiating in grants of
highway aid, giving more to those states which meet minimum standards.

"The war theory of crime-control"~-,-a theory becoming morE~ attractive
as the "crime problem" grows more baffling and frustre.tlng---was assailed
last Thursday night by Profo Yale Kamisar of the University of Michigan Law
School"
''If bullets go astray, if civilians are inconvenienced, if civil rights
are suspended, these are accidents inherent in a warfare that is waged in
crowded cities," Kamisar said in describing current law·w·enfJrcement attitudes.
"Criminologists of the humanitarian class are to be scorned, because they are
the pacifists in this war" Defense attorneys are to be frustrated and outwitted because they are the enemy's diplomatic corps, Cit:izens who would
make objection to the excess of authority indulged in fL,r the pro tee tion of
the public are giving aid and comfort to the enemy."
Speaking at the annual dinner of the New York Civil Liberties Union 1
Kamisar noted that many people are disturbed that when criticism of the
handling of the Vietnam war touches a nerve, high Administration officials
question "whose side" the critics are on.
"I would hate to count how many times law enforcement spokesmen have
asked their critics: 'Whose side are you on, the side of law and order~=or
the side of the burglar, the rapist, the dope peddler?' Here as elsewhere,"
observed Kamisar, "those caught up in 'a war' find ir much easier to question
their critics' motivation than to answer their arguments,"
The professor charged that 11 many law enforcement. officials reacted to
Seno Edward Long's disclosures of widespread wiretapping and bugging in government and industry and to the dissemination of the gory details concerning
George Whitmore's discredited 'confession! with the same indignation and
animc,sity the Pentagon felt toward the New York Times and Harrison Salisbury
fur the latter's dispatches from Hanoi on the civilian deaths produced by
our air raidso When you are fighting 'a war~' whether it: be against the
enemy abroad or the 'criminal army' at home, the hiding of ugly facts which
the public 'might not understand' comes under the heading of war propaganda.oo
''In recent years there has been considerable alarm and agi.tat:Lon about
the 'credibility gap' in the White House and the Pentagon~ but few Americans
indeed seem to have any grasp of the dimensions of the 1 credibility gap'
in many a police headquarters and district attorney's officeo"
Karnisar voiced fear that "the voters' anxiety about crime is so great
that civil libertarians will lose more 'symbolic crusades' in the years immediately aheado What perhaps is even sadder is that these new conflicts will
conti.nue to drain off energies which should be concentrating on the real)
basic problems besetting our communities. Crime is not war, but more nearly
aki.n to disease in the blood, and 'get toughw tactics constitute a sorry
attempt to drive crime back by hammering the external soreso It is no easy
task, however, to refute the 'devil theory' of social ills; to shatter 'the
illusion of American omnipotence'--the illusion that any situation which
distresses or endangers the United States can only exist because some Americans have been fools or knaveso"
WEEKENDER
In THE PRESIDENT'S ANALYST~ starting Thursday at the State, James Coburn
i.s a New York psychoanalyst who has everything~=a luxurious office where he
practices on a Chinese gong between couchings, a patient (Godfrey Cambridge)
who is a killer for the Central Emergency Agency, and a lovely young bedmate-and suddenly is told that he has been picked to shrink the biggest head of
them all: the President of the United States~ who now needs an analyst as,
presumably, kings once had confessorso But sharing the anxieties of state
soon give him a case of runaway paranoia, and as he (the analyst) really
becomes unglued, the movie swings off on a satirical spoof of such U,S. cult
objects as secret-agentry, hippiedom~ and the supposedly happy New Jersey
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household where Dad has his "car gun" and his "house gun," Morn takes karate
lessons, and Sonny taps the family phone with his junior spy kit. What
strings it all together is Coburn's hairbreadth escapes from a herd of
foreign agents trying to kidnap him for the secrets in his head and the men
from something called the Federal Board of Regulation trying to kill him
for the same reason. Coburn's most dangerous and ingenious pursuer, though,
turns out to be an automated phone company and--the filrn 1 s best real-life
touch--it seems to be winning in the end.
ELVIRA MADIGAN is still at the Campus, CLOSELY WATCHED TRAINS at the
Vth Forum, and IN COLD BLOOD at the Michigan.
Although THE GRADUATE is still being shown at the Fox Village, it is in
it's last week, and next Wednesday, April 3, begins GUESS WHO'S COMING TO
DINNER. Spencer Tracy's last film, a crowning achievement, is a tasteful
rendering of a cqnternporary situation. The daughter of a crusading San
Francisco newspaper publisher and his wife, who shares his liberal convictions returns horne unexpectedly from Hawaii. With her is a distinguished
Negro doctor, and she takes it blithely for granted that he will be welcomed
as her fiance, since they are both so deeply in love. He must leave within
hours for an important assignment in Geneva, where they plan to marry, and
his brief stopover gives him and the girl's family an opportunity to meet.
The mother reels as she hears of the immediate marriage plans, but quickly
adapts herself to her daughter's obvious happiness. The shocked father
attributes his spontaneous disapproval to his concern for his beloved
daughter's welfare. The doctor's parents are equally stunned when they fly
in from Los Angeles to see their son and his finacee, and discover that she
is a white girl. The disturbed parental reactions, due to the conflict
between generations as much as to racial distinction, form the drama of
this moving story. The script is supurb in its use of light human comedy
to point up significant situationso Outstanding performances by Katharine
Hepburn and Sidney Poitier, with a superlative characterization by Spencer
Tracy and the work of a fine supporting cast completely involve the viewer
in this well-done film.
--Jim Burdick
SENDARIAN
Los Angeles Laker forward Elgin Baylor's performance during the justcompleted NBA regular season will certainly go down as one of the greatest
comebacks in the history of sports. Baylor's career was listed as finished
two years ago when a busted kneecap caused him to undergo his third major
leg operation. Amazingly, the hobbled Baylor returned to action for the
1966-67 season but his knees and thighs a mass of sponge and tape, he was
only a shadow of the former self which had made him the NBA's third leading
all-time scorer and one of its great rebounders. As a consequence, the
perennially strong Lakers lost their grip on the league's Western division
and skidded to a not-so-respectable third place before being eliminated by
San Francisco in the playoffs.
Not unreasonably, rookie Laker coach Bill Van Breda Kolff did not antici·
pate great things from the 34-year-old Elgin in 1967-680 He was already
priming 2nd-year-man Archie Clark to take up some of the scoring slack in the
backcourt, and shortly after the season started he acquired 6-8 Erwin Mueller
from the Chicago Bulls to spell Baylor up front. With Jerry West repeatedly
sidelined by injuries, it looked like the passing of an era for Los Angeles.
But Baylor, the first of the modern day super-stars, and predictably,
the first one who will have to go, was not·yet ready to take his curtain
call. Defying the years and the old bones which more than one orthopedist
had said could not hold up, he played like the Baylor of old, averaging 26
points a game to finish 2nd to Dave Bing for the leage scoring championship
and make the Lakers the hottest team in the league during the second half
of the season and the favorite to win the Western Division playoffs. In
a first-round playoff game against the Bulls the other night, he scored 32
points, pulled down 23 rebounds, and had 8 assists, impressive statistics for
a man whose carved-up limbs look like they belong in a wheelchair and who
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at only 6-5 is one of the shortest regular playing forwards in the leagueo
Not with a whimper but a bang, Baylor is back.

**

*

**********

UCLA's destruction of Houston and North Carolina in the semis and finals
of the NCAA last weekend has been acclaimed by most observers as the most
impressive display of roundball in the history of the tourn~ment. While 7-2
Lew Alcindor got most of the notices for his stellar play against first Elvin
Hayes and then Rusty Clark, Lynn Shackleford was equally devastating with his
shots from the corner and the guards Lucius Allen and Mike Warren were two
streaks in the backcourt.
With Warren and Mike Lynn the only important members of the team who
are graduating and with 6-8 redshirt Steve Patterson expected to move up next
year along with a crackerjack freshman quintent, Coach John Wooden's Bruins
would seem to have a clear path towards an unprecedented third straight
NCAA championship
As if to make things 'tvorse for their prospective opponents,
the Uclans are reported to have the inside track on the services of Calvin
Murphy, the fantastic sophomore from Niagara who averaged 39 points a game
this season and is planning to transfer. It's enough to make the other
coaches stop trying.
Still contending, however, for next year's championship round in Louis=
ville will be Adolph Rupp 1 s Kentucky Wildcats, who will be adding their best
freshman team in history to a Southeast conference championship team that
started three sophomores including all-American Mike Casey; North Carolina
(four starters back); Davidson; and Columbia., which has four of its starters
coming back from its Ivy League champions including seven-foot David Newmark,
sure~fire all-American Jim McMillian, and Staten Islander Heyward Dots_on"
Though the eight months until the opening tap on Deco 1 is a lo[J.g time for
the coaches of these rival squads to get their revenge. anyone who saw UCLA
in Los Angeles last weekend will need that long to recover.
o

